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1670: CHEQUAMEGON A CENTER OF TRADE.

[From the Jesuit Relation of 1669-70.]

More than fifty Villages can be counted, which comprise
divers peoples, either nomadic or stationary, who depend in
some sort on this Mission; and to whom the Gospel can be pro-
claimed, either by going into their Country, or waiting for them
to come to this to do their trading.

The three Nations comprised under the name of Outaouaks,
of which one has embraced Christianity, and that of the
Etionnontatehronnon Hurons!—among whom there are more
than five hundred baptized persons—inhabit this point; they
live there on fish and corn, and rarely by hunting, and number
more than fifteen hundred souls.

The Ilinois, tribes extending toward the South, have five
large Villages, of which one has a stretch of three leagues, the
cabins being placed lengthwise. They number nearly two thou-
sand souls, and repair to this place from time to time in great
numbers, as Merchants, to carry away hatchets and kettles,
guns, and other articles that they need. During the sojourn
that they make here, we take the opportunity to sow in their
hearts the first seeds of the Gospel. Fuller mention will be
hereafter made of these peoples, and of the desire which they
manifest to have one of our Fathers among them to instruct
them; and also of the plan formed by Father Marquette to go
thither next Autumn.

Eight days’ journey from here toward the West is the first
of the thirty Villages of the Nadouessi. The extensive warfare
carried on by them with our Hurons, and with some other
Nations of those Regions, keeps them more confined, and obliges
them to come hither only in small numbers, and as if on an
Embassy. Of them also mention will be made hereafter, and
of what the said Father has done to put them in a state of peace
and keep them there.

1The Tionnonates, or Petun (Tobacco) Indians; they dwelt west of
the Hurons (about the southern end of Nottawasaga Bay, Ont.), to
whom they were racially allied, and were driven from their country by
the Irnquois at the time of the Huron overthrow (1649-50).—Eb.



